
Proposed by the Education and Mediation team of Manifesta 
13, Le Tiers Programme (The Third Programme) is a mediation 
initiative placing the central curatorial programme in dialogue 
with the citizens of Marseille. The  programme is made up of 
a set of interrelated researchandpracticebased projects born 
from  encounters with a variety of local actors, ranging from 
inhabitants to artists, that delve into the histories and present 
realities of the city. Going beyond institutional categories, 
disciplinary divisions, Le Tiers Programme brings together 
projects that are educational, curatorial, research-based, artistic, 
and accessible to everyone.

At the core of the programme is the notion of voicing the 
unheard, including multiple histories and unrepresented 
narratives of the city’s common heritage, giving an insight 
into Marseille’s contemporary identity and the complexities of 
its roots. It studies remarkable histories of local resilience and 
community cooperation across the city. It investigates “universal” 
cultural canons, in which not everybody recognises themselves. It 
exercises new forms of community care and citizenship education 
and extends the notion of mediation as an instrument for 
decentralising knowledge production.

Le Tiers Programme has its own temporality in relation to the 
central curatorial programme, launching nearly one year before 
the opening of all three programmes of the biennial on the 28th 
of August 2020, and concluding after the biennial closes its doors 
on the 29th of November 2020.

“Marseille’s power lies in the encounters between different 
cultures, networks and people, from Sub-Saharan Africa 
and Northern Africa to Europe’s Greek and Roman culture 
to the Americas and beyond. Taking into consideration that 
Marseille is a mosaic of all these influences, and after years of 
research, critical reflection and intensive discourse, I am proud 
of the outcome of the multilayered process that resulted in Le 
Tiers Programme conceived by our Education and Mediation 
team. Through Le Tiers Programme, Manifesta 13 offers the 
opportunity to investigate Europe’s contemporary changing 
DNA through the specific lens of the city of Marseille, its citizens 
and its geneaologies and hopefully develop inspirational and 
constructive proposals for a more inclusive, diverse and socially 
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engaged future resulting in a new form of solidarity”.
Hedwig Fijen, director of Manifesta

Invisible Archives

Invisible Archives showcases selected genealogies and non-
institutional memories of various civil initiatives, histories of 
resilience and community synergies originated and located in 
particular areas of Marseille. Challenging the city’s “mainstream” 
discourses, these genealogies, re-narrated by an invited artist 
or a collective, inhabit the space of Tiers QG (headquarters of 
Le Tiers Programme) throughout a sequence of eight exhibitions 
and public programmes which take place over a year, from 
December 2019 to December 2020.
Invisible Archives aims at reactivating these histories and stories 
through artistic perspectives, in the form of a dialogue, calling 
for the recognition of these extraordinary examples of citizen 
initiatives as a common heritage which is often invisible and 
ignored by institutions.

www.archivesinvisiblesmarseille.org

Group-Think by Stine Marie Jacobsen

Looking at the tools the national education system provides 
younger citizens to face social, environmental, and political 
complexities, one may question how citizenship education can 
teach pupils solidarity, care, civic consciousness and collective 
sensitivity.
Danish artist Stine Marie Jacobsen has been invited to develop 
a long-term project with schools in Marseille. Derived from 
fieldresearch, her project takes shape as a hybrid sports and 
civic education programme that seeks to expand the current 
formal education curriculum  in  schools. The idea is to implement 
training techniques for students of nonviolent civil protest, first 
aid and collective intelligence skills. This education programme 
consists of a series of exercises, rehearsing “crowd bodies”, 
that stimulate and strengthen cooperation, patience, reflexes, 
violence prevention, urban resilience, verbal negotiation, 
responsibility, coping strategies, first aid and group safety in 
protest gatherings. The exercises were co-written and tested by 
eighty Marseille students aged from 8 to 18.

The project has resulted in a film and a publication which will be 
distributed amongst regional schools and will be presented to 
the public during the biennial.  
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Al Moutawassit: Cultural Mediation as a Meeting Point

Al Moutawassit : Cultural Mediation as a Meeting Point is a 
project born from the shared desire to consider the potential 
of critical pedagogy in the transformation of artistic practices, 
cultural mediation, curating and teaching on both shores of 
the Mediterranean. Derived from conversations between the 
education team of Manifesta 13 in Marseille and the teams of 
the Atelier de l'Observatoire in Casablanca, and l'Art Rue in Tunis, 
the project seeks to create an online collaborative workspace 
for young professionals in fields of contemporary art, formal 
education, research and social action residing in Algeria, France, 
Morocco and Tunisia. The main outcome of the project is a 
publication in three languages on mediation recognised as a 
form of artistic, educational, curatorial, and institutional practice 
and as an instrument for decentralising knowledge production.

Open call link 

Must see? Manifesta 13 Tours

Manifesta 13’s main programme Traits d’union.s will work 
with, within, and across Marseille’s public cultural institutions, 
activating the possibilities that these institutions still hold and 
investigating the role they can play in the future. 
The guided tours of Manifesta 13 in Marseille will offer a 
critical perspective on how cultural institutions function as 
sites of knowledge production and representational power.  
Mediators will guide the visitors through the Manifesta 13 
projects in museum collections, collectively deconstructing 
dominant storylines and searching for unrepresented narratives. 
Predominantly, institutions and curators arrange storylines and 
plots, suggesting audiences on how to relate to the past and 
sketching possible scenarios for the future. They play a major role 
in the construction of cultural canons, but do we all recognise 
ourselves in these canons? Which stories and whose names have 
we forgotten, or did we not find important enough and if so for 
which reasons?

More information on www.manifesta13.org/tours
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About Manifesta:
Manifesta, the European Nomadic Biennial, originated in the early 1990s in 
response to the political, economic, and social change following the end of the 
Cold War and the subsequent steps towards European integration. Manifesta 
has developed into a platform for dialogue between art and society by inviting 
the cultural and artistic community to produce new creative experiences with, 
and for, the context in which it takes place. Manifesta rethinks the relations 
between culture and society investigating and catalysing positive social 
change in Europe through contemporary culture in a continuous dialogue with 
the social sphere of a specific place. 

Manifesta was founded, and is still directed, by Dutch art historian Hedwig 
Fijen. Each new edition is fundraised individually and managed by a permanent 
team of international specialists.

Manifesta 13 Marseille is a non-profit organisation initiated by the 
International Foundation of Manifesta and the City of Marseille. Manifesta 13 
Marseille is supported by the City of Marseille, the French Ministry of Culture, 
the Préfecture des Bouches du Rhône and the Departmental Council of the 
Bouches-du-Rhône.

Manifesta 13 Marseille
28 August – 29 November 2020

Next Manifesta  Host Cities
Manifesta 13, Marseille (France, 2020) 
Manifesta 14, Pristina (Kosovo, 2022)

Previous Manifesta Host Cities
Manifesta 1, Rotterdam (Netherlands, 1996)
Manifesta 2, Luxembourg (Luxembourg, 1998)
Manifesta 3, Ljubljana (Slovenia, 2000)
Manifesta 4, Frankfurt (Germany, 2002)
Manifesta 5, Donostia-San Sebastián (Spain, 2004)
Manifesta 6, Nicosia (Cyprus, 2006 – cancelled)
Manifesta 7, Trentino-Alto Adige (Italy, 2008)
Manifesta 8, Murcia - Cartagena (Spain, 2010)
Manifesta 9, Genk-Limburg (Belgium, 2012)
Manifesta 10, St. Petersburg (Russia, 2014)
Manifesta 11, Zurich (Switzerland, 2016)
Manifesta 12, Palermo (Italy, 2018)

For press requests, please contact:
Rhiannon Pickles, Cecília Vilela or Enrichetta Cardinale at Pickles PR 

rhiannon@picklespr.com | +31 (0)615 821 202
cecilia@picklespr.com | +44 (0)744 987 2799 

enrichetta@picklespr.com | +34 (0)656 956 672 

Follow us!
FB: @ManifestaBiennial
IG: @ManifestaBiennial
TW: @ManifestaDotOrg

For further information about 
Manifesta, please contact:

Amsterdam Head Office
Emilia van  Lynden

Head of Communication, Marketing 
and Publications

office@manifesta.org
Marseille 13 Marseille Office

Nadia Fatnassi
Press & Public Relations

m13press@manifesta.org
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